Historical Figure Research Analysis Comparison

The purpose of this assignment is to investigate the contributions of two important figures of the Renaissance and their impact on the world.  You will compare their contributions and answer the following question:

Which historical figure had a greater impact on their time period?
Steps:

1. First choose two historical figures from the Renaissance period (roughly 1300 – 1600).  Make sure that you do some preliminary research before you decide on your figures so that you are certain you are interested in them and enough information is available for you to access in your search.

2. Second, begin your research.  Attached you will find guideline questions that you will be required to answer in your research. You must create a bibliography (source) card for each source used.  This will make writing your finial bibliography easy.  You will create information cards (notes cards) containing information about facts and ideas that answers these questions.
***students may also choose to create their own questions to earn additional points in this portion of the assignment.

3. Next, once your cards are complete, you will begin your outline.  You will receive a basic outline guideline to help organize your information.  Remember this is just a guideline and you should not just plug your information in, but create your own headings and categories.

4. Finally you are ready to write your paper.  Each paper should be three to five pages in length, contain a well constructed thesis statement, in-text citations, bibliography and demonstrate critical thought.  You will receive additional guidelines for your paper in the weeks to come.

Helpful Tips:


Don’t stress!  Even though the majority of the project will be worked on independently, you will have time to work on this paper in both History and English class.  Attached is a timeline of due dates.  Make sure you stay up to date with your deadlines and you will have no problem.  Also make sure you choose people who interest you.

Grade 8 Research Project Timeline
Each assignment due date will have the value of either homework, quiz or test grade.  Details will follow of exact point values
March 26, 2009
Project is introduced in social studies class, directions are given

April 2, 2009
Topics are due for approval by social studies teacher


Need to include:  three facts on each person, and a sentence or two about why you think it will be interesting to compare the two historical figures

April 16, 2009
A minimum of 3 bibliography cards and 20 notes cards to allow 




your teachers to check you progress before you get too far along.




These will be collected by your social studies teacher and your 




and your English teacher. 
May 7, 2009
Paper outline is due with thesis statement.  
May 21, 2009
Your final paper is due with a bibliography.  This will be collected 




by your Social Studies teacher and evaluated by both your Social 




Studies teacher and your English teacher. 

These dates should be noted in your agenda to help you plan accordingly
Notes / Questions (regarding project):

